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HOW INDIA AND I SURVIVED
THE ISRO SPY CASE
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When the Kerala police
came knocking at my door in
Thiruvananthapuram, that
dream was threatened. | was
to be branded a spy who sold
rocket engine secrets to
Pakistan through women
spies from the Maldives - a
conspiracy that would be
eventually defeated, but not
before dampening India's
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space dreams and virtually
demolishing my life.
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" There were times when |
did not even want to live,
because how would you fight
a case that was fabricated
but still being propelled. My
children sensed my thoughts
then. They told me if I die,
they will forever be known as
children of a spy. They told
me | was the only person
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But India's space ambi-
tions, fuelled by such greats
as Vikram Sarabhai and
Satish Dhawan, would over-
come the agnipariksha, as
time proved. Curiously
enough, it took another
eighteen years for me to
prove my innocence - and for
others to accept that the sor-
did drama of the ISRO spy
case was but a fallout of a
reckless police sub inspec-
tor's misadventure with a
Maldivian woman; a drama
that a foreign agency was
only too eager to prolong
and propel, penetrating into
such agencies as the Indian
Intelligence Bureau, and tak-
ing some of its officials as
pawns, to scuttle India's
inevitable march to space.
This is the story of that con-
spiracy against my country.
This is my story.
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